(¢ w) "In gase you happen to be wondering, I®m a type-crittur, name o
( + ) Gerald. Me an' muh brcther Fitzroy get conned into actin' like
(-~-) fan-types in this 'ere publication, Hell, it's a livin'..,"

(c o) "We're rather
(_=_) unique crea#ur
tures all in
all--we have the pow=
er to imitate the ap-
pearance cf nearly

r— v any science fiction
L_ fan, Likes"

® 'g (¢ 0) "Too, we speak mostly in interlinecations:" -
)
1

(=) .

RULRE! -

(- =) "Ghod, this Graveyard Reader
( == ) is 2 fine book, but..."
((e)) i3

"Nhaddaya mecan, ‘'Hya, Froéface!'?"

N
S N

(v w) "I say it's scrcon,
( « ) and I say to hell
(o) with it!"

THE FOCAL pOINT OF EIGHTH FAANDOM



editoriel jebber....

C)UT WITH THE OLD, as they sometimes say, and in
with the news Therc werc three issues of Fanjack published, and each of
them had something wrcnagi It tock me three issues to decide just what
that semething is, and once having dcne that, I knew I must correct the
situaticn, Fanjack was an informal, relaxed scrt of thing which unfor-
tunately for its well-heing contained stiff, formal, serious material,
in the form cf letters and hock reviews. The writina did nct fit the
format .and vice- versa,

Once I had discovered thls, I made quite a few
changes, mrst of which are noted herecs

le I folded the:weekly chatterzine-style fanzine, and in its place I
am puhblishing a hi-weekly, pseudc-zine style fanzine,

2. VAGUE is primarily a discussion zinc; however, it dees ncot in=-
tend to completély snub mecre fannish things, -and humorous artie. =
cles such as the "Bulletenéd®"appearinc in this issue are always
solicited. : :

3. Instead cof shredied wheat, I ncocw cat ccrn flakes for breakfast..

4, I have decided to insist on seme kind of response each issue or
two from all readers., I shculd think that 20 paces cr so on a bi-
weekly schedule would be worth a letter, cr trade,

5 A definate dencth restricticn has been set cn articles, columns,
etcs submitted to VAGUE, I will NOT consider material over five
pages in Iength unless I have specifically requested such materizl

6 Dean Grennell has been placed cn the mailing list.

With all due respect to Dean Grennell and ccrn
flakes (in that order), I bhelieve that numhers 1, 2, 4, and 5 are the
mcest important and therefrre deserve first attenticn, Numher cnes twe
reasons for the new schedule ceme to mind, First, and preobably most dme
pertant, it will allcw letters ceming frcm the far West tc arrive at
least in time tc he in one of the first two issues feollecwing the one »
they are in relation te, Sccondly, I can mail twenty pages every two
weeks for exactly the same as I cculd have mailed ten paces per week,
which cuts pcstaqge costs in half, Numher tweos VAGUE is primarily a dis-
cussion fanzine, and the editcrial and letter sections cf each issue
should cemprise about twe thirds of the issue, Number fours I want a
letter cr card of comment at least every seccnd issue, cr, for irreque
lar traders, every fourth issue, People whoe put out monthlies and hi-
weeklies and .happén to: trade with me need not write at all, though cf
course letters are never discouraged, Number five: Articles, which at
least until T get a back-log are sclicited madly, shquld he under five
paces (like, 4%) and perferahly contrcversial. Hecwever, humorcus mater=-
ial will ncver he turned away, providina the quality is up to my stan-
dards (since I have no standards, this point is of questicnable value),

Issues will averaqge 20 pages, althouch this ini-
tial one will probably run closer to 30. Thefc are undoubtedly theose
who will be willinag to wager that (1) the next issue will not be out
in two wecks, and (2) will nct be twenty paces, To these I say thiss
VAGUE will continue on its present schedule, size, and policy if the
response is enouah teo justify it. I will not publish a fanzine if the
readership dces not show me it appreciates the effert, by contributing,
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--e<Hecw many fans do YCU know who have a retired stud hamster?

by writing, and/cr by trading their ewn publications,

ThEEE WAS A BOOK REVIEW planned feor this issue
which is becceming rapidly dated, but it was frund that if I even hoped
to hold the issue to a designated 20 pages, it wruld have to go. Since
I spent several gccd hcurs writing and do not wish 1t to e te waste,
and since I think it might he of some slicht interest to the readership
I am excerptinc portions of it for the remainder cf this editorial,

"®Nine Tomorrows'is a cnllection of shert steries by Isaac Asimov
all revelving around a common themes a fake-utopia, ‘run by cemputers,
The stories themselves, however, are vastly different, with a variety
of different viewpcints and conclusicns. This is an effect many authcers
strive fcr but cannot achcive. Standing z2lone, their stories may be
fine examples of intelligently dene science fiction, but when collected
many stories revelving about the same theme tend to he repititicus and
consequently horing, With his many differcnt ideas cn the subject, Asi-
mov does not oive cne this impression. As a matter of fact, Asimov
gives one very nearly nc bad impressions in this hecck, althcuch several
stories” are belcw par fcr one reason or ancther., In most cases, the
reascns are indistinct gnawins, and may not be fadlts at all, hut rath-
er delusions on the part cf the recader,

"The fault of 'I'm In Marsport Withcut Hilda,' however, is perfect-
ly ohvicus to the rcadere. Isaac, in an attempt tc be witty, has added
much irrelevant material tec the story., I stress the fact that the mat-
erial so added serves 2nly to aid the supposed humor and build up to
the endinag, and the uscfulness of this is questionable.s A stery cculd
just as well have been written arcund this plot...without a wife, a
prostitute, and ther herc's continued thouchts of the latter, As for
the gimmick,..any qirl cculd have becn described with equal results,

"The primary plot-idea is a gced one, and given abrut a dozen more
paces of interesting action instead of dull thouchts, it wocild haye.
been an excellont scicnce fiction stery and cne well werthy of the by-
line ®"Isaac Asimov®. As it stands now..,.the piece isn't werth a sincle
reading. |

" ..Supnorting my theory that if given mcre space Asimcv becomes
more interestinc, the lencest stery in this veclume, ‘'Profession,' is
also the besty o+..Excellence in litcrary value, excellence in enter-
tainment,..,what more could you ask? Here Isaac presents the idea that
everyone on earth is horn suited to a certain professicn, and that for
the sake of producticn...the government allows the individual citizen
tc follow cnly that professicn, To this, Isaac a--is such things as
Readinc Day~--when a2t the age of eicht years the child is taught to read
thrcugh the use of educational tapese-and Education Day--when the eighte
een ycar cld lcarns cverything clse that will be needed in his life...
through the same preocess,

"Hecwever, there arc bound to be excepticns, Some cof the men and
women,.sarc¢c creative and inventive, a quality which dces not allow a
sinole prcfessicn, These arc sent to ®Houses of the Feeble-Minded', Cur
hcro eventually guesses the true purpose cf his hruse throuch scme help

e-continued cn hack pace

) ~ kr-:- .
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Scmetimes I think my Ssoul is full of weeds..s

BULLETEN FROM THE SOCIETY FOR THE CREATION AND PROPAGATION OF UL:

The English language has becn greatly enriched by the addition of use-
ful coined wnrds in recent years, werds such as those given to it from
Fanspeak, the jargon of fandom. The UL Society has decided tc unveil
this year's new crcations in the lastst fanish style in the humkle pa-
ges of this magazine.

The first word to emergé frcm the ' brilliant minds
of UL's master craftsmen is "Ul", Ul is an allepurpose word, combining
in one handy portable grunt all the functions of such woerds as "dodad,
thinggummyhcbh, dingbhat" together with, as added features, the meanings
of all words and phrases whose mcaning is understcod without being
stated., The outmoded "Gpod Morn1na,ﬂ "good nicht," Nice weather we're
having," "Goodhyc,"“’ha “a hundreéd cther meaningless sccial noises have
been combined into one single master-wrd, "Ul.," At the heginning of
letters, where it is custemary to put "Dear Sir," the trufan will now
put "Ul Sir," or just plain "Ul.," At the end, instead of "Yours Truly,"
the trufan will put simply "Ul, Joe Fhan.,"

; When twe trufans are making
love, they need nct waste their breath saying "I love you, You're bea-
utiful, Your love is true as the sky sco bhlues, Ycu think of such bril-
liant interlineations." They will simply Whisper pashunately, "Ul, ul,
ul," and the meaning will be clear.

Wilbert J. Realfan of the Roston
Reanic "rigade has managed, during test runs on the new word, to live
his 1life in a perfectly ncrmal waysfor five years without using a sin-
gle word except Ul, Could you do the same? Try it. Once you have tasted
"U1l", rollecd its delicious flavor arcund on your tencue and let it gent
ly drip frem your lips like nectar frcm a flower, you will never again
return to speakinc the drab, presaic English lanqguage,
-=Ray Nelscen

(' ') (0 O) "Ohooo"
{ 0) (=)
(44e)

"No decubt you ve heard of me, Fitz., I coined fandem's only contraction
for 'fan-art’',

(e v) ({0 0)) (c o)

GEREE A LT e Ny (=)

(===)  ((-=-)) LS3

RER ( ) The Ivery Rirdbath
e AY E JY g Crew

o )"Ron Ellik has
eaw)a cold nose..."

Af\/\

/11711

( o 0 ) Tucker with a
ovgn ( * ) hang-dcg expression,

( )
E ((===))

"Will ycu autcgraph this copy of Astcunding Science Fiction, Mr,
Gol1d 2"
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You're just saying that ‘cause ycu think I'm simple-minded!
((Ed., Note, When this article oricinally appeared, ahout 75% of the
comments thercon went something likect 2That Harry Warner article was
quite comment provoking, bhut I think I'l1 wait to see what others have
to say about it refore putting in my two cents' werth," As a result,
there was almost no comment at all on the piece., I feel sure that my
readers will not make the same mistzke twice...))

90 )

AN
ARTICLE
BY
HARRY)|
WARNERE

Don't worry. This article isn't destined to
recach the lenqgth of the novel by Edna Ferber whose
title it horrows. She was writing ahout people in
general, whereas I'm interested only in one phase
of them, and a particular aspect of that phase
that has bheen puzzling me,

Fandom is now about thirty years old, in the
fanzine sense, a trifle older in the letterhack
sensey much older as far as cébllecting fandom is
concerned, and just enterinc its teens with regard
to convention fandom. During those years, science
fiction has grown from a rare producd to he fcund
in an occasional hock and two or three magazincs
into a form of literatute that may have challanged
the western and detective story by now in publish=-
ed output and total numher of readers.

You'd think that fandom would show some cor-
responding growth in numbhers, to go along with the
awakenina interest in science fiction which has
occured in the mundane world since the end of World
War Two. And it's true that you can count more fans
today than you could twenty years ago, “ut I sus-
pect that that crowth is at least partly a delusi-
on, and I have one thecry which indicates that fan-
dom will never aet much higrer than it is right
now, even if the American puhlic should scmeday
read no fiction other than science fiction,

If you'll consider the matter carefully, I
think you'll find that the increase in the number
of persons who are fans of one sort or another
has occured throuch Bhe opening up of new fields of
fannish endeavor, rather than throuagh a gencral
growth of interést in any particular phase of fan-
dom. Unfortunately, statistics on national and in-
ternational fan activity are scarce, There has been
no consistent record~keepinga over the ycars of the
number of fanzines in existence, the numher of fane
zines that arpear in the course of a year, or the
numher of individuals who are represented in fan-
zines as contributers and letterhacks. So at least
it will he hard to prove me wrono in this conten-
tions that there has heen remarkably little vari-
ance in the past fifteen years or longer in the ane
nual fanzine productivity for fanzine fandom as a



Reliqion is the roct of all evil".7 T e AT L
whole. If there werec more pages of fanzines appearing per year today
than there were when the American public first discovered science fic-
tion, I'd immediately claim it4s due to the opening up of new parts of
tfetwoerldglparticularly Europe, as a prolific source of fanzines,
rather than gains in the United States, Similarly, I don't believe
that the total numher of persons who contribute to or comment on fans
gines is much bigrer now than it was in 1945, or, for that matter, in
1939, In other words, fanzine fandom grew for a while from the early
1930's to the late 1930's or early 1940's, then stopped gruowing, I'll
get around to the reasons for this a little later,

Convention fandom as we know it today is a2 later development. It
was difficult for fans to do much travelling in the late 1930's be-
cause nobody had any money, The situation prevailed during- the first
half of the 1940's for different reasonst transportation troubles and
the demands of the armed services. The fans who do little except wi- .
sit other fans .and attend conventions and conferences didn't ‘becomé '
numerous until after World War Two. Give them five years to accumulatg
then ask yourself if their numhers in 1950 were noticably smaller than
today. I don't think so. There has heen a lot more attention paid in
the fanzines to the convention fan in the past couple years, but this
has been caused mistly by antipathies e¢reated by a few lamentable e-
vents.

Collecting fandom is harder to generalize about, It's members
don't make themselves evident in specific concrete ways, such as fane
zine production or attendance swelling, There's only the second-hand
method of determining their gquantities, by noticing how the dcalers
are getting along and by the amount of back-issue and old-book adver-
tising that turns up in the fan press. Besides, collecting fandom has
encountered rapid changes in its situation that fanzine fandom and con-
venticn-fandom haven't known, It's heen almost twenty yearsssince you
could walk into 2 second-hand store in also any city and pick up trea-
sures, It's been only ten yecars since a fan with a fairly limited a-
mount of storage space could still hope to cet complete runs of all
the prozines, The drying up of sources and the need to specialize in
some particular field if you're a completist-type colleccter must have
shook up this fandom pretty radically in recent times,*¥ 1 get the im~
pression that there are fewer collecter-fans today than there were a
few years backe That might be a false idea, created by my lack of con-
tact with the breed, but I don't think anyone can prove that collect-
ing fandom is a rapidly expanding area of fandom.

Now, Americans are afflicted with a senseless worship of size
and quantitye. 1gncss is usually considered good in itself, until e-
vents prove that it's had for whatever has been growing. So a lot of
pcople might assume that there's something wrong with fandom, for
failure to grow in unison with the expansion of science fiction in
generale "ut I would sugrest looking a little deeper into the rcasons
why fans arec fans, in mn effort to find _the real cadkse of the fairly
static propcrtions of fandome. I think it's organic in naturc, some=~
thing deeply embecded in the nature of fandom. Just as .the inscctés

*Ed., Note., This is truec, primarily,tho thc very same thing has happen-
ed, to a much lesser extecnd, to the other segments of fandom, One can
no longer have every fmz, or attend every convention, -



.

size 1s limited by his particular method cf gettinc cxygen, and as the
animal's dimensions are¢ restricted by questions of gravity, I think
that fandom is quite likely tc remain eternally modest in propcrtions
for a psycholrgical reason, basic tec humanity: fandom supplies egcboon,
and there isn't ehough egohoo availahle to keep toc large 2 fandom a~
live,

At this point, I'm not going to ge into a diatribe akout fandom as
as escape from one's real limitations, a never-never world in which one
is praised for mincr talents which qo unnoticed in the mundane wcrld, a
sycophantic society that censists nf mutual backrubhing. I den't think
fandom is that way, tc any serious extemt. If it were, I still might
enjoy being a fan, becausc there are worse things than indulging in the’
very human need for respect and admiration, and thére are worse ways of
getttng adulaticn than being in fandem. But it's pretty obvicus that
most of us are in fandom for the pleasvure it gives us, not bhecause we
think we're making the world a hetter place te live thrcugh our fan-
zines. We're fans hecause we like to qet letters praising cur publiea-
ticns, we enjecy spendinrc twc or threec days in an alcbholic daze with
jevial fan friends, cr because the thrill of trackinn down a rare maga-
zine serves as a substitute for the excitment.of the hunt feor living
creatures.,

It's also easy to sce how mest fannish activities have builtein
limitations on the number of perscens who can get the fullest amcunt of
enjoyment or e¢gobeceos VYhen the number of fan21nes being published exceeds
some approximate figure whose identity I don't know, a smaller propore
tion of the existing fanzines rate in the tep ¢en on the polls, the
material by the really expert fanzine writers is spread thinner and
thinner, and the letterhacks are ahle to.comment on a smaller propcr-
tion of the publications frem sheer limits of time, The editcrs at the
bottnm of the quality heap are qeinc to cet discusted pretty raridly
and some fanzincs fold and the numher of fan rublications revert tec the
normal level. 'hen ccnventions grown tco big, wails immediately go up
from the fans that they didn't know enough of the peorle¢ on hand, and
some of the convention fans drep out of this kind of activity until the
gatherinags orcw smaller and more intimate again. When toco many ccllect-
ors enter the fiecld, the prices rise and the possibilities of fihding
rarieties.decline, becausc of the strict limitations on the available
supplies of o0ld items, After all, how many fairly complete sets of
Weird Tales have survived from the 1920's for ccllectors to hunt, There
weren't many copies of Quandry published an? there can't be many re-
mainino unlcst or undestroyed fcr collecters to seek. You see the point?

Fandon isn't uniquc in this kind of size limitation. The service
clubs recognize the situation and adjust toc meet it in a special kind
of ways Rotary and Kiwanis clubs rarcecly are allowed to ¢grow largecr than
a couple of hundred memhers, and if the membership threatens tc get too
hbig, another club is former in a city. That way, every member can get
the kick of service by holding a place on a committee, ten pcrcent cr
more of the membership will ke holding office at any given time, every
member will have the privilege cof intreducing a speaker at least once
every year or twc. The same thing happens with chirches, Most ccongre-
gations grow to a certain point, until there's not enocugh enchece fer
most of the members teo qo around, whereupon a fuss starts within the
gongregation and part of it pulls ocut te start a church of it's own,

\
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wherein they'll be plenty of new duties with missionary socicties and
sick committees to give every interested person something to do.

I micht point out that some apparent refutations cf this ungrowing
fandom theory should have occurred to you by this time: for instance,
the fact that FAPA has three or four times the numher of persons segek-
ing admission and the number of pages per bundle now, compared with its.
first years. But this is not a special kind of fan activity; it is sim=
ply cne way in which fans express themselves., If a fan puhlishes 50
paces for FAPA, the chances are that he would have produced that much
for subscription fanzine fandem, if FAPA hadn't existed,

There might be two morals in all this, if the theory is valid.
One nhject lesson wculd be the uselessness frr concern over the lack of
new hblecod for fandem or the entrance of hordes 6fcN3F'ers into fandom,
If fandem's size is governed by its very nature, then they'll be new
fans shcwino up when the nld fans drep out te provide some excess ego-
boos and thec harharian irdvasion &rdém the N3F will peter out when these
newcemers find there's nct really cncugh reom for them.

The other ebject lesscn should be the ohvicus conclusion: the only
way to makc fandoem much larner is tec create additicnal kinds of fandem.
I think that fanzine, convention, and ccllecting fandoms are the only
current typcs that have large numbers of members. However, it's quite
possiblc that changing cenditinns or interests will cpen up more avenues
of eqohoo. Fer instance, ‘the day may come when prezines will conce again
feature long lctter sections, making it pcssible for'new Jack Darrcws
to-beceme famcus through no fan activity cther than writing te the pre-
zines, Circus fandem has a quite larne subdivision devcted tc an acthi-
ty that hasn't shown up in science fiction fandem to any areat extent--
mcdeling, Maybhe someday fans will he creating elahorate scale mecdel rep-
lica's of KMrs, Carr with her head caught in an eclavatcr, or Wollheim be=
ing tessed out of the first Nycen. If there's a bhreakthrough in the pho-
tographic field which:makes prssikle a chcap, casy way tc make 8mm
souhd films, there woculd be rcom.in fandom for a lot of perscns speci-
alizing.in amatcur science fictien movies; ' it's being dene to a limited
extemt today, but it's not easy tc net geed synchronizatien for scund
and not much fun to turn-.cut silent, stery-telling films. The constant
growth of the total amcunt of science ficticn that has bheen published
might encourage the biblicgraphers to become so numercus that they'd
form a suh-grcup cof fandom, rivalling one ancther for completeness and
accuracys Maybec you can think of other possibilities.

Meanwhile, if you're lnckinc fer secmething new to do
in fandem, a gcod task would be to research and pro-
vide the statistics to show if fandem really is stand-
ing still, '



And here is cur little bungle of love

LATEST RPULLETEN FROM THE SCCIETY FOR THE CREﬁTION AND PROPAGATION OF Uls

Hard cn the heels cf their anouncement cf the launching of this ycar's
master-wcrd, "Ul", the craftsmen of the Ul Socicty after ycars of re-
search, are ready to unveil a hrilliant companion for this star of the
linguistic world,

For many years one cf the prime ccntenders in the
race for first place as an internaticnal language has been Rasic En-
glish. It's main claim to fame is that it has cnly 18 verbs (come, get,
give, go, kcep, let, make, put, secm, take, bec, do, have, say, scc,
send, can, will). The mad cenius of the Ul Society have disccvered that
all but threc of these can be covercd hy a single modern up-tco-date ul-
ism. Here it is, frlks. Get rcady! Here it ccmes! Pult!

: _ ', New, handy,
portable "Pult" can replace all the outmoded verbs in ycur vocabulary,
Pult is made up of "put, push, pull, place" and many others, with "to"
added! Why gc¢ on saying "make" when 'you can say "put-ite-up" or "Pult
up". Why 0o on mumbling "I get" when you can say "I puteit-tc me" cor
"I Pult Me". Why say "say" when you can say "pute-cut" or "pult-cut"?
With the addktion cf the handy, jiffy, reflexive for "seclf", the Ul
Scciety's pccket-sized marvel "Sh", you can threw away the word "go"
and say instead "I put self there", or "I Shpult there". Instead of
"come", "I shpult here", Retain only the suplimentary verbhs "will" for
the futurec tense, "have" for the past, 4nd "can" for the conditicnals
and cleaning up afterwards, Pult and shpult can make verh-hunting a
thing of the past. Rememher, pult contains pure "put-it-up" and shpult
100% "put-seclf-to™, With "Ul" and "Pult" in your veccabulary, you'll
never be at a -loss for words! '

~=-Ray Nelson
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(( o)) It came frem (v w) Robh Pavlat, pseudoewclf.
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(o ¢) Isn't it astounding how I change my appearance?
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A lonrger facc...
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And a diffcrent moyth, Makes a world of dif-
ference, doesn't it?
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DISJOINTED QUOTATIONS

"Let's create
7th Fandom acain!®"

Jeffers
J()F*hJ NA/\(;PJLJS Fanjack 1, and whatever must have inspired it, are

unwelccme. I never called Rloch a has<been, It really hurts my occluded
trufannish, ege that the most attention I have attracted from fandom's
two truly perenniel immortals is thcrouchly undesirable, In seven years
and seven hundred pages of publishina, -every scurrilious scrap of which
Bloch has received, this is the longest and unfortunately the wittiest
comment hc has directed at me, or rather at somethinc I am supposed te
have said,

(£I8m afraid that you did say that Nloch (also Tuck and Boges) were'
"has=heens compared to what they were producing five years anmo," I
wrote that in DHOG #40 within minutes after ringing'off from our tele-
phone conversation, and find it unllkcly that I could have SO, quickly
misplaced the facts. Improbabile, if.'not impossible., 9)

In all, the zines Pauls sent me, I have not heen able to discover the
piece that inspired the Fanjack Letters, The only hint I have of what
I am alleged to have said is what Zloch and Qaehurn quote,'and that is
apocryphal,

The bigcest reascn I'm sticking. my. broken nose cut of fandom ncwadays
is just such cvents as these. Youna's reply to Variosc” the 'Last was
never sent to mes I suppose I could’ ve gotten a copy at the Fapacon,
but expegted one directly, so nenlected tc take cone., That could've been
due to misunderstanding, White's self-admitted lies, however, were con=-
cealed for no reason other than their falsehonod. He knows what a fair
counterattack could do without resorting to calumny. Eney failed to
send me the thing he published cautioning everyone not to send mec the
White opus=--the apparent reason for that was 'to hide the tissue of lies
he had spun the night before at a “SFA meeting when ‘I asked him about
the White+Trash. When I remember Earl Kemp,. standinc up hefore the De=-
tention to vent 2t hundreds of people his gripes acainst YSFA--which-he
had conveyed to the clubk itself--I bhegin to wonder if there are any
fans who aren't backstabhers. I only have to begin to wonder, of cdéursea.
Then I realize that there are quite a few honest fans. :
Controversy, even insults, are part cf fandom's fun, RBut up till a few
years aco fans used to send pecple the thinas they published akcout
them. When Harlan Ellison pullished a tirade against Galaxy, the Golds
got an advanced, airmail ccpy. This is nct so much te criticize Tauls
for not sendina me a copy of whatever he wrote ahout me, It is not e-
ven tc criticize him for putting false (£7d) wordsin my mouth, These
things de not make me happy, but Pauls' mot¥ve of wanting tc cet me
active aqain take the edae frem the sworde. Instead, I'm writing thisto
sugcest that that the vast changes in fanactivity in recent years are
not in themselves sufficent reason to discourage me, But in the face
of the increasing discomfcort of lies, concealed attacks, even thefts
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that I've experienced in the last year cr so, it would take a helluva
lot of highequality fanpublishing to make it worthwhile.

({For one person, you seem to have had an awful lot of troubles. In my
cpinion, you have thrown over present-day fandom for a relic of the
past which very likely did not exist in the way you represent it, prob-
abhly in an attempt to justify your feelinqgs toward 1960 fandom, These
feelings may stem from many thinoss some, as it has been suggested, may
be caused by the gafiation of friends; more .likely, you have simply run
your course, or, in another phraseology, shot ycur bolt in fandem; too,
it may be that you have dug your own grave with your perfectionist at-
titude, Picking isclated occurences-~-the White Trash, Rackblast, Kemp
at the con--as representative of all that is going cn, and ccmpounding
this by extremely vague references to thing you've "experienced in  the
last year or sc", is simply a way of explaining away these feeling, I
think that if you will only look back, you will find equally disgusting
things which happened during your 'Golden Era', Witness the Ellison
blast in SF #8 as re the Indian Lake clave, If one can bhelieve Harlan,
that convention was the height of rotteness, Alsc, ncte the Ellison
blast at Okerlin in 1955, and the return by the Youngs which was none -
too tame in itself, And have you forgotten the Censorship Feud of the
early 50's?3) .

Pauls probably didn't understand this when he rumped me for informa-
ticn as to why I had quit publishina and quit WSFA., I teld him that
fandom was dead as far as I was concerned, He replied by sayinc that
there were lcts of fans around who were quite active., I asked him teo
give me an idea of his mailing list. Bloch, Tucker, Boggs, White, Carr,
Hitchcock, Ellik, and scveral other names were mentioned, In fact, all
but two or three names on his list were fans who had becn mcre active
five to eight years ago, Most had been in their prime then.

({Your straw-men are showing, Jchnny. I never said that John Hitchcock
was on my mailing list--Sean wasn't put on it until the last three is-
sues cf Dhog, and the telephone conversation in question waes abcut mide~
November, This may be an hcnest error, but it cculd also he a clever
little straw-man. Should I have let that get by unnoticed, you could
have mentioned at some future date that my ¥so-called active mailing
list is composed of pecple like Sean who haven't been active in years.t
Disregarding that, we still have the second part of your paragraph to
contend with. Of your list of seven names, I find cnly four who were
"in their prime" during thec period ycu mention, Tucker reached his

peak lonc before, Boggs as well, Terry Carr didn't really come into his
own until aboat 1857,with thec publication of INNUENDO,9)

Raeburn is talking through his hat, as Ellik's evidence i1llustrates,
The fact is that Raeburn was a neofan during the period in question,

He aets a few more fanzines now than he did then, My trading list at
the time consisted of ocver a hundred fanzines., At one time Q, SFB,
Hickman's TLMA, my SF, Tucker's Newsletter, FA, Orb, Cosmag, and I sup=-
pose¢ many other zines had circulations cver 300, Tucker, Silverberg,
Willis, Hoffman, Bloch, Keasler, and many cthers were profuse writers,
Raeburn is speaking from a serious ignorance of 1953 fandom.

Harry “arner, as I mentioned to Pauls during the misrepresented (£73)
phone call, is the one great fan who has produced mcre recently than
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ssesesatortures which would surely ‘shock any self- respect1ng deoeneratc
in 1953, Obviocusly, he is more interested in current fandom, But his
reascns for being the Hermit of Hagerstown are roughly the same reasons
for my current retreat. Unfortunately, Harry, there are hundreds of ‘
fans whe have spoken with me in person, I can't maintain your obhjecti=-
vity. You mention 1955 as your frame cf reference? Wasn't that:the per-
iod when you were least active? :

Ellik is the only fan'with enough inteqrity to cite evidence, His fige
ures disprove Haeburn's tripe. But Ron, is tcday's artwerk better than
Nelson's, de's, Hoffman's, Grennell's, Hickman's, Bok's, Bradley's...
was in 1953? One or two zines--ones Ellik generally has something to de
with--have stuff almost as grod as Ellison used, There is much less
crap, of course, because there are fewer zines tc demand excellent
wprk. Writing quality is better now than in 1953 only- in the Ray Area,
Silverberg, Boggs, Venahkle, Grennell, McCain, W1111s, and many others
could take on the best fifty writers to come along since then., Twoe- or
three could match them-=-the cther fourty-some could be beat by lloh Ma-
dle with all fcur heads tied behind him.

(£0f the six writers you menticn, three are still writing. The reason
no great writers have come along to take their places is simply hew
cause those places have not heen vacated, Ruts I wculd be willing to
match Bek Leman against any or all of the remaining three,.Terry Carr
or Lesie Nirenberg acainst a dozén of their fecllowers, with Rloch and
Tucker standing by as a fifth cclumn, Leman 1s not only cne of the most
intellectual writers te coeme along recently, but also a surerb humcre
ist, Nirenherg also has a gift for humor that shculd, within a year or
so, develcpe into scmething fabhulous. Terry Carr can write nearly ever-
y type of literature with equal skill, Bloch and Tucker have forqottenm
more abhout writing than Silverberoc knows, and Redd Rogags cculd write
rings around-50% of thc Staff of LIFE Magazine, And goddammit, fandom
still has as much sparkle as' it ever had!

(£ It occurs to me 'that an apprecpiate endina for that paracraph would
have been something like "Long Live Fandem!". I kind of lc¢t my anger
take the upper hand there., Upon re-reading, however, I c¢an only add
that my more calm mind-chambers anree fully. Let's see Magnus make a
cemback to that.d) : : '

I guess fandom isn't dead fcr everyone, But to mec, fandom was hyperac=-
tivity. That was what drew me into in, If it were still as tactive, as
varied, and as vital as it has been cff and en for thirty years, I c¢c-u
could put up with as much lihe)l and petty bickering as Ellison once had
to, But it's not werth the bother anymore., Certainly, the furtherest
thing from my mind was that Rloch no longer attended conventions and
meetings, or that he wasn't as honored or as deservina of honor as ever
before. I suspect, Rchert, that yrur 40-50 articles in the last two
years was an exaqceration, e¢h? But it wouldn't have been an exaggera-
tion seven years ago,

Finally, I would like to dispell the misconception that I don't know
what's geing on in fandom any more, and so am in no position to judge,
Neither Pauls, Raeburn, Derry, cr Warner were at the Worldcoen this
yecar. Nelther of them have a fraction of the perscnal centacts I main-
tained until a few days befcre the Pauls phone call several months a-
ge, Within the past few months I have served as president of the most
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active club in the cruntry, spcke my first few words before a Werldcen
assembly, travelled over 2,000 miles to fan-parties, had my first ac~
ceptance in a SFzine, written articles, and stenciled nver thirty paces
cf fanzine., This may not be cutstanding, but it proves that I'm nct
snur on fandrm because I haven't put anything intec it recently.

This was very hastily written, so I'd better list the majcr peints

clearlys
. 1. I didn't call Rloch, Tuck, or Rogqs has-beens. (£79)
{0 ©) 2. Pauls" mailing list is made up of fans whe made their names
(=) vears agce New fans haven't bheen able to create any similar
¢ "Yes, intercst in each cther,

but..." 3, Objective weighinc of evidence would show today's activity
as a fracticn of that of the 1952-54 pericd., A splash of
quality can be fcund every few months, but nc mere than
coruld he ferund in a week frrmerly. Cite names and titles for
cémparable periods if you want tc refute this,

(£I would once again 1like tr Take Excepticn tn your peint three, and
also to your mention, earlier, of SF's trade 1list "cf over a hundred
fanzines," This is finc. Rut hy John Magnus' own admissicn, 90 cf these
100 fanzines werc grudzines, I qucte frem VAMP #9, May 1953, frem an
editorial by Magnuss "Actually, I don't think any subscription maga-
zines below the top ten are worth reading." Refute thig!sd)

GREGG CALKINS Theugh my calculus cries aloud tc be studied, I'm

afraid this letter in reply to your cemments to Dick. Eney has to be
written., It also applies to» my own case, fcr although I did send ycu th
the "required" pcstcard a few days aco, my feelings are ncnetheless sie
milar tc Dick's in this matter. > '

Many more fanzines are put out every month than I can pcssibly comment
upon, even if I were so inclined, and as much as I regret being unable
to comment upon even the cutstanding ones, I equally resent being re-
quired tc ccemment "cor celse". This is not to say FANJACK is not a good
magazine or an interesting cnee~-though I'm, sure you will agree that it
is certainly not among the froat rumners im famnish poll faveritesee
but while I enjcy getting FANJACK and leafing throuch it, my pleasure
thereby received is not as creat-as the incenvenience is goino to he if
I have tc drcp scme sort of cnmmelts every month cr sos If I feel like
writino, I will; if I den't, I won't, I1'1ll miss FANJACK, true, but in
all fairness to you it isn't exactly what I weuld call the life's
breath of fandem,

This is what I feel Dick Eney is tryinc to say. If hise-and my--feel-
ings in this directicn run centrary to your editorial pelicy, then I'm
afraid you'll have teo drep us and say good riddance,..we certainly are
going to bhe decadwocd as far as you are concerned, and we admit it,

: (4This letter was cut ccnsiderably from its criginal twe pages fer the
sake of the more interesting ccmments ahead. But Gregg is right, at
least partially. But I would like tn know what the hell he cansiders
comment=-worthy material. Since Fl1 I've been gecttinag twoefour page lecte
ters from some f the deadest wood I've ever seen, and everyone who
writes has at least a rage 's worth of pertinent cemment.}'m nct cutting
Grego, thouch., I think I1'l1l wait until he sees a ccuple issues cf VAGUE



and decideés whether pr not there's been any 1mprcyement,4)

TTE[) VV}4|1‘E Yeah, sure, I'll play your silly.ol' game, I think -your
dissertaticn on Numerical Fandoms is foclish--mainly becausc you have °
ng first-hand knowledge and practically nc second-hand ditto of the
1950-55 period you're talking about, "7th Fandom", or Quandry-6th,

({0f course, I have no first-hand information. I feel relatively sure
that none of thc present experts and scholers of the Renaissance Peri-
od were alive during it. As for second-hand informationy, I have read

a considerahble ‘amcunt on the suhject, plus the various fanzines I have
from that period, and numerous hrowsincs thrcuch Maonus' fanzine col-
lecticnd) '

"7th Fandom" was nct "Elliscn Fandem". It was a lcot of things, and cne
of those "things" wa's an unusual manifestation-kncwn to his friends as
Harlan Elliscn--to his enemies he had more cclerful names. Dut you
might as well call that particular uprising "Grennell Fandom™ (because
it was formed at Dean's feet by a bunch of worshipful fans--Ellison,
Harness, Ish, Magnus, and cthers--at a Mldwescon and through cerrespeons O
dence), or tven "Nydahl Fandom" : o

(4Accordinn to Richard H. Eney in the Fancyclopedia II; "so-called" 7F
was formed in Harlan Elllson s apartment, dubbed a“ "HECon" nct a Mide
wesconed ) 3

I say that because ghg key fanzine following the death of-Q was VEGA,
published by Joel Nydahl. Joel published Dean Grenhell's first fanzine i.
appearance, and very socn was publishing Marzon Rradley, Gregﬁ Calkinsy
and Bcb Tucker~-in that order. Also appearing were-Harlan Ellison, and
your cld neighber, Marian Cox. The Annish ‘(which was also the final ise
sue, .as things turned out) included Roggs, and a host of cther 2NF's,
Frem the 5th to 12th issues (published mconthly until the pause before
the. 100 page Annish; and that Annish was not just thrown together like

a hundred-paqe SAP821ne-—it was an ultimate distlllatlon of fannish
goodies) VEGA was' the tOp fanzine qcing. 2

Harlan Elliscn's SFR/DIMENSIONS which never quite made the monthly ar
bi-menthly schedule he hcasted for it, and whcse Annish wa's three years
late--that SFB/DIMENSIONS--wal arbthier- famn. fine zine, and during its
more - often appearances at about-the same time VEGA was on the rise, it
was an important zine. Each issue was so blg that it might have been
censidered comparabl& tc an average zine's" Annish--and the 'names® El=-
lison crammed in wcrﬁ often unbe11evable.

But the important factor in all ¢f this
was that "7th Fandom" wecrshipped the 6F

of Q; each editer strove to out-de his’ (@Rsv D)

peers in creating the sort of zine he { o )

thought would most perfectly emulate Q. ( x ) "My letterhacks.
"7th Bandcm", like its brodecessor; was - den't understand
"fun-loving", It strove tc replace the Q ; Mmeeo."

era--not to supplant it, This is guité
importants the names changed, but the
goals remained similar,:Sure, there were
the clads, but there.were more clods in



g s _HE was ioﬁngril_that ‘some people thcught he weas rnly focling,

Q's time, fans fcraotten today. There were even good fans fcrgotten tc-
day; who remembers Dugoie Fisher, or his ODD,,.? T?Zt, in that zine Els
berry made his famous Nolacen reports) In fact, as we've drawm farther
from the real era of Q, we've come closer to realizing the goals of that
fandems It is like the Zritish, reading of US cons, putting on even

more fannish ones, in the hones of "ceming up to" US standards...

Quandry-fandom was a cruddy cra by today's standards, with only two to
five really decent zines, and a tremendous number of ahsclutely unrcad-
able crudzines, :

If you want to make a case for a seperate 7F--the real article, and nct
the self-named grcup who were only tail-cndcrs to sixth fandem, trying
to takc it over where LecH left off--you might try Psychotice. It was
distinctly different in flaver, and yet 1 st111 think of it as the last
dying gasp of 6F... :

The Cult is a quite scperate phenomencn (4I did)) from"7th Fandem".

the "7th Fandem" movement started in 1953 and died hy the becinning of
1954, PSYCHOTIC was established leader by h%34'54 and ABSTRACT had a-
risen to cembat it. Vorzimer was the key fiqure in estaklishing The
Cult, which he did in August and September of 1954 (contrary tc what
the FANCYC II says)., The Cult was made up, almost without exception,

of the "next generation" of fans after Elliscn's crew. The Ellison
bunch started in fandem in their seperate ways in the midst of Q and
were WKF's or neo-DNF's hy 1952453, The Cult group,by and large, starte-
ed out in fandom arcund 1952-53, and were only he~inning to make names
for themselves in late 1654, There were exceptions; we had Russell Wate
kins, the self~appointed censor of Sixth Fandecm, and Macnus was first
on the wel=--but most of us were "the vanquard of eighth fandom"--or so
it said, g

You'll find it hard to ccnvince me that "Seventh Fandom", the Cult, and
the huce FAPA mailings werc all part and parcel cf the same "Fandom"
They couldn't he merc unrelated if they tried. I'm sure the cclorlcss,
lacklustre cra Eney is referring to was the post-Psychotic period. And .
brother, it was. You don't know how gocd ycu're having it nows..!

(4éWhy yes, of course...d)

You certainly did cut my letter--and I wish ycu hadn't cmmitted the
portion ahout Rill Even's style., You gculd have cut the hit abecut the
'k', however--it was strictly an aside to you, of no impcrtancc tc the
readers. You're not rukhing me the wrong ways I'm just heing sterng
surely ycu can tell the difference.e.?

({Ry now you've undcubtedly rcceived F3 and havec seen my reply to your
comments on Bill's style therein. I suppcse I can expect ancther-lctter
from you within the weck... The rlght to be STERN is the richt to be
FREE!9)

Actually, I never "wrote to DHOG" during its seccend incarnaticn. You're
thinkimag of Sylvia's card. Sylvia would be vexed te hear that ycu do
nct recard her as a seperate individual, for all out duality. She is--
quite reasonably=--sick and tired of being kncwn just as 'Ted White's
wife' and heing tarred (as well as--once in a long whileG-praised) with
the same brush that is used cn me so aptly by the meore discerning in
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fandoms I'm sure you, Ted, apprec1ate cur differences, which is why I
was so shocked tc see ycu listing me as writing tc Dhog "only once", I
trust you will correct this disastrocus mistake in an early issue. Sylvi-
3 wrote to ‘-Dhog "only once". And te date she has not written to FAN-
JACK at . all. But then, she isn't writinc to amy cthers either... .

(£I fail to seec how this misinterpretation is possible, although there
are these who cdaim Ted White is an expert at misinterpreting. You
wrbte te Dhog once, Sylvia wrote to Dheg once., I did nct specify if

I was spcaking of the early Dhog's--l throuah 18--nor the later issues,
I was spreakihg of all 43 issues.d)

JOHN H‘TCHCOCK No, no, no, n<‘>,l nos No. head the damn last

paragraph again. Sayss "...a little dedication...” In three lines o¢f
Paulsing this becomes ".,..an extremely dedicated, fandom-is-all view=
pcint." You can presumahly undcrstand the chance from "little" to "ex=-

tremely", so tell me where ycu got the "fandom-is-all"? Also, you used
the word "viewpcint", whercas the oriqinal point concerns a feceling,

which ncrmally expresscd itself in action (i.e., fanedding) and scme-
times, secondarily, in intellcctual frame of reference,

(£Your "a little dedication" did mot beccme “"an extremely dedicated,
fandom-is-all viewpcint" solcly on its own, This was based,on your pre=-
vicus ccmmentsy Magnus' comments, and reading of the pericd you speak
ofe Tco, my use of the word "viewpoint™ 1s not sc far-fetched as you
seem to think. You say: "...the original~point cencerned a fgc¢ling,
which ncrmally cxpressed itself in action..." Carried one step further,
this could well beccme "..,a feeling, which created a viewpcint, and
normally expressed itself in acticn..." Our feelincs (i.es €.,y CUTr emo&l!:
tions) do qgovern our viewpoints--perhaps 'outlooks' would be a better
word--to some extent. Of course, if neither you, nor Macnus, nor anyone
wlse who has cver written .on the 6-7F era intended this impressicn to-
be there, I am quite wrcnge. Nut it seems hichly unlikely that I could
delude myself tec such an extent. The aura cf Dedicédtion, Hard Werk, and
Fandom Is A Way Of Life is very much in evidence tc my cyes, hoth in
the fanzines of that pcriod and the wr1t1nrs--the nostalglc 'I remem-
ber's'--cf fans who were active then, 9)

Now if we translate your rcmark, "an extremely dedicated, fandemeis~all
viewpoint is useful, pcrhaps, in that it gives him scmething to editor-
ialize ahout, joke about to his fellew fen, and inspires interlinea-
tions" into the original frame of reference, we'll have. scmething likes:
A scemcwhat decicated drive to create, in the field of fandeom, is useful
perhaps, in that it leads him (thecfan) to edit and publish the best
fanzine he is currgntly capahle of.,

({Nonsense! This "frame of reference" mumbo-jumho strikes me as being

a very clever way td elude the point., "...we'll have scmething like
this..." Poch! You're taking thoughts from your cwn head, writing them
in the way I might havc, and asking me to helieve that 1f put in a dif-
ferent perspective, my wown thoughts would have scunded like that.3)

I think I'm-partially horne out by yocur own rather peculianr train of
thcught within this very paragraph. NB: "Of course, I publish a ScrDed
fanzine...bccguse I think fandom necds...cnec fanzine where fahs can get
tcgether and discuss...various subjects, sfnal cr not." Ha! Dig the
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Pecple don't generally die as often as they chanqge their jobs...
motivation, See¢ the fan drive at work in the very mind of Ted Pauls,
leading him to edit and publish the most appropiiate fanzine (appropri-
ety is an essential part of bestness). Leading him to find thc bhest
spot and try to fill it, If it weren't for this very fan drive, your
eight-page sixly woulin't be coming out once a weeck,

(41f you're trying to say that the fan drive exists within every fan, I
heartlly agree, I frecly admit the existence of such a drive, and fur-
ther admit that it is a Good Thing., But, there is mcre tc fandem than
that., You have thoroughly explained gafia, why pecple publish monthly,
and probably cancer as well. Unfortunately, you have said nothing new. -
The fandom of 1952-54 was STILL too stiffy STILL too Dedicated; STILL
too serious about itself. Monthly fanzines were puhblished NOT hecause
the editcr wished to publish monthly, NCT hecause there was encugh ex-
cellent material arcund to warrant it, but because bighod they HAD to
publish monthly, It was a duty to their readers to publish monthly.
True, in some cascs this was an exceedingly Good.Thing; scme, like Q,
SF, et al became fabulous. But a much larger percent sunk into the bog
of mediocrity.

(§There is still an acutce fan drive within most trufen. The only dif-
ference is that now much-of this drive is diverted into things other
than publishince. Seven ycars age, you were either a fanzine-fan, a
c¢lub-fan, a convention-fan, or perhaps a fringe-fan, Nowadays, it is
pessible to publish an excellent thouch irregular fanzine, kecp up a
hi-weckly newsie, hold and attend fan-parties, attend reqgional club
meetincs, travel great distances for fan visits, and go tc¢ world con-
ventions, This is where the extra fan drive coesa

{{The reascn I publish so freguently, show, I assume, a touch of the
cld fan drive, is that I do NOT attend conventions, parties, or club
meetings, and the lonccst distance I usually travel tc mect a fellow
fan is something like three miles, My fan drive, which cannct he used
up in this way, is diverted intc fanzines.9)

Is Serious Discussicn a2 Goed Thing? I refuse to use the words "Good
Thing," with or without caps, in a serious discussion,

(£This is a fine examrlc of what I mean by a stiff, overly-dedicated
viewpcint. The caps, as you doubtless know, are for humor value...if
you won't allew even this much humor creep intc your discussionse-
sgricus “iscussicns--it must he awfully dull to argue with you, Too,
the capital letters serve a purpose--~they make obvious the Horrible
Cliches which crcep inte cur conversation, Rut, Christ, if I can't
laugh a %it while I'm discussing, I may as wcll quit now.9d)

Pavlat: A thousand pages a month cf WHAT? Bcb, I rcad a twe month's
sampling of the fanzines received (August-Octcher) by Ted Pauls, one of
fandem's mest active fans, Mayhe twe months isn't enoucgh, as Jean suge
gests. But I went thrrugh every rag in the pile,



(£The ¥rags" John read were as follows (in part): Syzygy; Yandrog
Spectre #5; Retrogradbs Spcctrum; Cry; Outworlds; Shagcoys; Quixctiog
Phantasjiaj; Twig Illustrated- and Fanac, Only two of these fanzines
could be called crud by my standards; a few more could he termed racs
by the .standards of other current fans; perhaps Magnus, perfecticnist
that he is, could dismiss the next hnlf dozen, Rut by NO standards c-u
could two of these zines he called poor! I would be willing to compare
Retrrgrade and Spectre for lltcrary quality with ANY fanzine of the
last 10 years.d)

Aaaaarrqgch!! You have wrenched my last sentence completely out of ‘con=-
texts It hurtse. Phyllis Eccnomcu had sugrested Marnus and I ‘have passed
through the dulling expericnce of grewin~ up, thus losin~ the childheod
sprung sparkle of Newness, in cur New, Adult Social Adjustment, I, in -
turn, CLEVERLY sugrested right back that fandom had lost its spark anhd
that fans on the whole seem happier, better adjusted and more matures
Hence, thecy producc less {artistically, nct in quantity) because of
less need tes Less frustration, less creatien, And by the way, Ted, I
didn't "accusc" fen of "merely havinc a good time." That s what normal,
well-adjusted folk are supposed to do in a hohhby. '

(£I kind of hate to be the first tc hreak the news tc ycu, sihce you
have cbviously led a rather she¢ltered life, but...John,'fans are N*O*T
normal and well-adjusted. It fact, I remember yru saying of Marian
ODaks, "...she was so ncrmal!"d) ' g VRN

Why don't ypou rcally defy that Ted White and immcrtalize that little - f
bElock in-the 'k'? . ' g - 3 : 3

Like, excelsior, man!
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(o0 0) "Editecr "Pauls informs me that

(_=_) hé is jcycus to the extreme in e )
that he has managed to hcld this (C o)) :

issue to arcund twenty pagese" ' ' GIE) ) NG H @ G

have ears?

((* %)) I know 2ll about starsy
( * ) ry-cyed ncos, hut this
(¥%%) {s.prepostrous!"

. "I just met Dean Grennell!"
: - LA
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‘Ubangie.s.e Berkeley Fandom,..
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Yellow, heady eyes...

STILL ANOTHER DULLETEN FROM THE SOCIETY FOR THE CREAIICN AND PROPAGA~

TION ?F UL (NOW COMBINED WITH THE SOCIETY FOR THE DESTRUCTICN OF ENa
GLISH)s

It has come tc the attention of the hoard that certain fen are corrupt-
ing the purity of fanspecak by the adoption into their vocabularies cf
words from other languages, such as "jive", the language of the beats,
jazzmen, dope addicts, and cther such no-goods, If this dastardly prac-
tice 1s not put to a stop, we shall be forced to ferkid the speaking of
languages cther than fanspeak altogether! The wordsmiths of Ul can man-
ufacture words to fit any possible fannish needs, sc there is no need
to bring in any forei-cn werds, putting honest fanlinguists cut of a job,

The worst offender in this respect is the word "din", In jive, "dig" is
a regular verb meaning "to understand, $o-like, to see" and, in general,
"to be aware of", Fanspcak is not just pulled cut cf a2 hat this way, It
is carcfully formed by the combinaticn of twe or more English weords in-
tc one, by means of their initials or princinle sylabhles., Sercon is a
combination of sericus and ¢cnstructive; Gafia of "Getting Away Frem It
Al1.," Fanspecak is logical, reascnahle, and (need I say it?) beautiful, -
Jive is a pimple cn the bedy peclitic,

Rather than use this uqgly foreinn
impcrtaticn, the trufan simply frrms a word having the same meaning,The
trufan word for "dig" is pulty, formed from "pult" (put-ul-tc) and cye.
Instea? of saying "Dig that square," the trufan says "Put-tc-eye-that-
serious-constructive-fan" or "Pulty serconfan!" "Let's make it to the
flicks and dia Bardeot™ in Ul would be "Let's shpult bid (or trid if it
is a 3-D pic) and pulty bardot," In fanspcak, all objects are classifi=-
ed by the numher of their dimensions--thus, an idea is zerc and called
a zedy a line has cne and is called a monod; a movie has two, sc is
called a bids; mrddra solid object is a trid.

Then an-object having
both length, .width, depth, and a fixed period of existence--in cther
words, an obhject with a time-dimension--is a kwid (Ul is phonetic)e
Okviously, the prccess of adding dimehsions can go cn indefinatelys.
(And sheould),

Well, I got to shpult now, pulty ycu later!
-=-Ray Nelson
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(# *) "Alas pcor #Wilson, I knew him

( = ) well, He was...Wilsen! What the ;
( = ) hell are ycu deing here!?" (c ¢) "I'm scmewhat omnie
g ) present, aren't 17"

)
(e]

(v «)
( + ) "And I hepe ygou ncticed how very little thesexpressions on
(=--) this page scem tc fit the text."



EDITORIAL JABBEK -

ccntin

frem a Sccial Scientist and his cwn

imaginaticn,

after frantically es-

caping from the place., The autheor,
as peinted cut by the auther thrcugh
the lips of Gecrge Platen, the cen=-
-tral -charactery -is-obvious yet c-

lusives The

gentle herse~laugh frem

Asimov for neot seeint the ferest feor
the trces makes this stery all the
more enjcyable.

iy the Fecllng of Power' is a
gqoocd steory concerning ithe..final
stace of cormputcr pronress: re-
versicnto the human mind, z for-
gotten art at the time of this stor-
y. Thg dialcgue,. specifically the

.increduzlity expressed bhy...varicus
charactecrs..,.when shown that the hue
man mind cruld actually nultiply, is
sheer pretry,.and the plot, althuough
"basically uncricinal, is well~dcne.

“The plrt of machine control-
ling all the world is carried eone
step further in 'All The Trcubles Of

the World?',

The machine, a2 larqge cpm=

puter called Multivac, finally qgets:
sick and tired cf hrearing the hur-
den cf 211 of humanity's aches and
painse It decides teo cemmit suicide,
and quite naturally the gevernment
cannrt allcw this...because the
wholes wrrks weculd simply fall apart
without the guidance of the Brain.
Interestingly encuch, Fultivac re-
ports its own death in its daily
crime repert (reported hefere it

happens so

that crimes can be sto-=-

ped). But how to stcp it? The authcr-

ities are successful in preventing

the first attempt, hut the Brain will

chviously try againg and next time...

it may nct fail. ...Here Asimov leaves
you to contemplate the horrible end,"

If that review seccmed

patchy, pleasec becar in mind that it
is cut down from threc pages of hear-

solid type,

(0 0) "Until next issué..."
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Rod
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